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has been alluded to. Prof. Henslow, in ^

Mag. of Zool. and

Bot.^ (vol. i. p. 259), has admirably illustrated the arrangement
of the stamens in Adoxa moschatellina, in which we generally

find a separation of these into two parts ; the anthers conse-

quently appear to be one-celled : but examples occur in which

there is no separation, the stamens being perfect, and others

in which the separation is the slightest possible, and so on

through different degrees to total separation.

Many other examples of adhesion or of separation might be

mentioned, but such must be familiar to every one who dis-

sects plants : may it not be inferred that in Fumaria another

example is presented ?

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

A General Outline of the Animal Kingdom. By Thomas Rymer Jones,

F.Z.S., Prof. Comparative Anatomy in King's College. Parts

I. —VI. London, Van Voorst.

The present work, forming part of the series published by the

above firm, among which we find the beautiful works of Yarrell,

Bell, &c., has for its object a general view of the animal creation,

exhibiting the structure and internal oeconomy of every class of living

beings, and developing with as much simplicity as possible the prin-

ciples of zoological arrangement as based upon animal organization.

This difficult task, which must necessarily be to a certain extent a

compilation, requiring therefore a profound knowledge of the sub-

ject and large acquaintance with the writings of foreign authors,

could not have fallen into better hands. In the present state of the

science it is no easy matter to keep pace with what is doing on the

Continent ; many works which appear there are known but by few

persons in this country, and to this circumstance we must attribute

the occurrence of some slight mistakes in this work. Mr. Jones also

appears in part to have derived his knowledge of the researches of the

Germans from French sources, which are apt to mislead. With re-

gard to the class Bryozoa, we could have wished that the labours of

S. L. Loven had '^been consulted, which were published in the

Transactions of the Swedish Academy for 1835, and translated in

Wiegmann's Archiv for 1837, p. 249. Prof. Jones's views respect-

ing the internal organization of Infusoria, as well as those of Meyen
and Dujardin, have been given in this Journal, as also Ehrenberg's
answer to the objections ; so that it is unnecessary for us to enter
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more at length into this subject. We may however observe that

none of the opposers of Ehrenberg's views agree in what they see ;

we are therefore still inclined to place confidence in his observations,

trusting that this important subject will soon be thoroughly investi-

gated. Speaking of the superiority of modern microscopes, Prof.

Jones observes, that a few years ago some Infusoria, now distinctly

proved to be covered with cilia, were looked upon as being absolutely

destitute of locomotive organs, for instance, Volvox globator ; we

would however remind the author, that if a great deal depends on the

goodness of the instrument, a vast deal more depends on the long

practice and manipulation of the observer ; and no better proof of this

fact can be adduced than that this Infusorium, usually considered as

a simple animal, even in the present work, is a conglomeration of

several hundred individuals. We have inserted the paragraph re-

specting this remarkable animalcule from Ehrenberg's large work

on Infusoria among the miscellaneous articles of the present number.

Trichina spiralis, hitherto found only in the human body, has been

discovered by Dr. Siebold in several animals and birds, and even in

Scarabaus stercorarius* . Mr. Jones is also led into error with respect

to the occurrence of the eggs of Cristatella in a fossil state by Tur-

pin's mangled description of the fossil specimens of Xanthidium, dis-

covered by Ehrenberg in the Feuerstein of Delitzsch, and forwarded

by him to the French Academy. The Xanthidium is a decided In-

fusorium, and Ehrenberg, in a paper respecting this misstatement

of Turpin, which has however probably escaped the attention of

Prof. Jones, clearly proves that it is no egg, and moreover several

fossil species of Xanthidium occur in the recent state which had

been figured previous to their discovery in flint. Besides, whoever

has examined the egg of Cristatella and also living Xanthidia will be

convinced of their distinctness. Those who have not may compare

the beautiful drawings of the various Xanthidia occurring in the

flints of the chalk, illustrating the Rev. B. Reade's paper at p. 191 of

the 2nd volume of the *

Annals', with the excellent copy of Turpin's

drawing of Cristatella Mucedo. Dr. Farre's beautiful discoveries

have been consulted with respect to the Ciliobrachiate Polyps, Milne

Edwards for the Flustrae, and Strauss Durchheim, Duges, and J. Miil-

ler for the insect tribe. We are convinced that no work will have

tended more to diffuse a love for zoological science and comparative

anatomy in this country than that before us, and we feel called upon
to express most decidedly our sense of the obligations which its

learned author has conferred upon the English public by placing be-

*
Wiegmann's Archiv, part I \^. for 1838, p. 312.
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fore the lovers of natural history so large and valuable a collection

of materials.

Too much praise cannot be awarded to the wood engraver, as we

have never seen more perfect or beautiful specimens of this art than

many of the illustrations of the present work. It is intended to be

completed in ten or twelve parts, of which the seventh may be early

expected.

PROCEEDINGSOF LEARNEDSOCIETIES.

ZOOLOGICALSOCIETY.

October 23, 1838.— William Yarrell, Esq., in the Chair.

A letter was read from M. Julien Desjardins, Secretary of the

Natural History Society of the Mauritius, stating that it was his in-

tention to leave that island on the 1st of Januaiy next, for England,
with a large collection of objects in natural history, many of which

he intended for the Society. A letter from Colonel P. Campbell,
Her Majesty's Consul General and Agent at Alexandria, was also

read. In this letter Col. P. Campbell states that he had not yet

succeeded in gaining any further information respecting the pro-

bability of procuring some White Elephants for the menagerie. A
letter received from Lieut. -Colonel Doherty, Governor of Sierra

Leone, stated, that he was using every exertion to procure for the

Society a male and female Chimpanzee, in which attempt he fully

expected to be successful; but he feared that he should not be

able to obtain a living specimen of the Hippopotamus, from the

superstitious dread with which the natives regard these animals.

Some specimens of Flying Lemurs {Galeopithecus) were upon the

table, and in reference to them Mr. Waterhouse stated that kis ob-

ject in bringing them before the Meeting was to notice certain cha-

racters which appeared to him to indicate the existence of two spe-

cies in these specimens. He remarked that in systematic works three

species of the genus Galeopithecus are described, founded upon dif-

ferences of size and colour ; as regards the latter character, he had

never seen two specimens which precisely agreed ; and with respect

to size, the dimensions given of two out of the three species are evi-

dently taken from extremely young animals. Mr. Waterhouse then

proceeded to point out the distinctive characters of the two species

on the table, for which he proposed the specific names of Temminckii

and Phillippinensis ; of these two the first is the larger species, mea-

suring about two feet in total length, and having a skull two inches
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dently taken from extremely young animals. Mr. Waterhouse then

proceeded to point out the distinctive characters of the two species

on the table, for which he proposed the specific names of Temminckii

and Phillippinensis ; of these two the first is the larger species, mea-

suring about two feet in total length, and having a skull two inches
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